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and their atamans and regarded all opposition to them as "mutiny."
During an uprising in the town of Yaitsk in 1772 the Cossacks killed
General Traubenberg, and several Cossack atamans. Government
troops sent out against the Yaik Cossacks quelled the uprising and,
occupied Yaitsk. Cossack self-government was abolished and a com-
mandant at the head of a military detachment was put in charge of
the town. Many of the Cossacks who had taken part in the uprising
managed to escape persecution.

I Attempts to send the Cossacks to the war against Turkey provoked
outbreaks also among the Don Cossacks. At that time a rumour spread
among the Don and Yaik Cossacks that Peter III was alive and hiding
in their midst. Impostors claiming to be the tsar appeared on the
scene. The. people had but a vague idea of the life of Peter III. His
violent death was ascribed to the revenge of the nobles for his alleged
desire to ease the lot of the peasants.

Emelyan Pugachev. In the autumn of 1773 Emelyan Pugachev
assumed leadership of the Cossack uprising. Pugachev was born and

raised in :the Don Cossack
village of Zimoveisk, which
also happened to be the birth-
place of Stepan Bazin. He
had participated in the SeVen
Years' War, had been in
Poland and seen active serv-
ice during the war with
Turkey. Sent home on sick
leave, he did not return to
the army but became a fugi-
tive Cossack. He wandered
about the Don, Volga and
Yaik. areas, where he met
fugitive peasants and workers
of the Ural factories, the
Cossack poor and Old Be-
lievers. During these travels
he became well acquainted
with the temper and needs
of the people.

In September 1773 Pu-
gachev appeared on the Yaik
with a small group of Cos-
sacks. He passed himself off
as Emperor Peter III. Cos-

.Yaik Cossacks.                          sacks began to rally around
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